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6th Benelux-Scandinavian Symposium on Legal Theory

The tradition of Benelux-Scandinavian Symposia on Legal Theory continues. After Antwerp (1983), Uppsala (1986), Amsterdam (1991), Turku (1998) and Maastricht (2002), the 2011 edition is organised by the Faculty of Law at the University of Lapland, the northernmost university within the European Union. The sixth symposium takes place on June 8-10, 2011 when the nightless night of Arctic area is already on the doorstep. 

The theme of the Symposium is ‘Objectivity of Legal Theory?’ The theme is presented in a form of a question which leaves room for each participant to assume a personal stance towards the question. The theme is based on a broader question concerning cultural dimensions of law. If one accepts that legal cultures are important and that cultural elements of law have relevance, then, how is this relevance reflected in legal theory itself or in specific ways of doing legal theory.
When the Call for Papers was presented the main-theme, ‘Objectivity of Legal Theory?’, was divided into three sub-themes which were:

1) Analytical legal theory and objectivity. Is the co-called analytical approach to legal theory truly objective? And, are there alternatives to it which could (also) fulfil the criteria of objectivity?
2) Challenge of legal culture. What is the relation between legal cultures and legal theory? In other words, how does the legal culture of a theoretician influence his or her version of legal theory?

3) Recent trends in Benelux-Scandinavian legal theory. What is boiling under in Benelux-Scandinavian legal theory and what are the challenges of new approaches (eg transnational legal theory) to older ways of doing legal theory? Or, how does the growing legal pluralism affect our approach to legal theory?
However, on the basis of Abstracts offered these original themes were modified when Sessions were constructed (programme below). Yet, the common theme for the whole Symposium remains intact: we will have different variations on the general theme.
The Symposium is designed to stimulate dialogue around the novel ideas, tools, best practices, and legal-culturally sensitive philosophies that underpin legal theory of 2010’s. Moreover, it is designed to maintain and develop the legal cultural relations between Scandinavian and Benelux legal scholars and those who work in the area of legal theory and/or general jurisprudence in a broad sense of the word. Thus, the Symposium is not restricted to legal theorists and/legal philosophers, but is open to and welcomes all those Benelux-Scandinavian legal scholars (or scholars who have connections to these countries) who have theoretical interest in the law.
Venues  

Day 1: the Symposium convenes at the Arcticum (http://www.arktikum.fi/en/) at Auditorium (location, see Appendix A). [Those who present a paper can also locate their designated Hotel i.e. Hotel Scandic from this map]
Day 2 & 3: University of Lapland campus at Rovaniemi (http://www.ulapland.fi/InEnglish.iw3) F-Wing, Lecture Hall F1027(location, click  http://kartta.rovaniemi.fi/ for interactive map)
[To call for taxi service: +358 200 - 88 000]
PROGRAMME OF THE SYMPOSIUM

Wednesday June 8th 2011 (Arcticum, Auditorium)
11.00-11.30
Arrival, Arcticum (Street Address: Pohjoisranta 4)
11.30-11.45 
Opening of the Symposium, Prof. Juha Karhu, University of Lapland
Key-Note Presentation

11.45-12.15 
Objectivity in Law and Jurisprudence, Prof. Mark Van Hoecke, University of Ghent
Lunch 12.30-13.30 

Session 1: Rights and Acts  

Chair Prof. Jan Smits, University of Maastricht
13.30-14.00
Do We Have Inalienable Rights?, Dr. Maija Aalto-Heinilä, University of Eastern Finland

14.00-14.30
Theoretical Approaches to the Right of Action, Dr. Lilla Király, University of Pécs 

Short break 14.45-15.00
14.45-15.15
How Legal Acts Work?, Hester van der Kaaij, University of Maastricht

15.15-15.45
Juridical Acts in the Draft Common Frame of Reference (DCFR), 
Dr. Rudolf Rijgersberg, University of Maastricht

Coffee break 16.15-16.45
Session 2: Logic and Objectivity 

Chair Prof. Jan Smits
16.30-17.00
Power, Competence and the Logic of Concepts, Prof. Jaap Hage, University of Maastricht

17.00-17.30
Objectivity in Translation and Comparative Law, Caroline Laske, University of Ghent

*       *      *

Possibility to take part in University of Arctic Gala Dinner June 8, 2011 (20.00- Agora, University Building). Please let the organisers know if you take part in the Dinner. Be advised: for the Dinner formal dress is a necessity (otherwise we follow ‘smart casual’ or plain ‘casual’)
Bit more information concerning the Gala Dinner see: appendix B.
Thursday June 9th 2011 (University of Lapland, F-Wing,  Room F1027)
Presentation:

9.30-10.00 Culture(s) as a Kaleidoscope of Legal Theory?, Prof. Jaakko Husa, University of Lapland

Session 3: Argumentation and Reasoning 
Chair Prof. Juha Karhu
10.00-10.30
Political Argumentation and Alleged Objective Standards, Dr. A.J. Wolthuis, Free University Amsterdam

Coffee break 11.00-11.30

11.30-12.00 
The Concept of Legal Certainty – Dworkinian and Wróblewskian Theory of Law Revisited and the Challenge of Legal Cultures in the European Union, Prof. Juha Raitio, University of Helsinki

12.00-12.30
Objective Legal Theory and the Law’s Assumptions about Human Behavior,  Dr. Péter Cserne, Tilburg University 

Lunch 13-14
14.00-14.30
Objective Legal Reasoning as Reasoning of a High Standard, Prof. Matti Ilmari Niemi, Lappeenranta University of Technology

14.30-15.00
Why, When and How Legal Reasoning in Water Judgments in Finland, Niko Soininen, University of Eastern Finland

16.00-18.00 
Visit to the Rovaniemen Hovioikeus (Court of Appeal of Rovaniemi, Street Address: Valtakatu 10)
Friday June 10th 2011 (F 1027)
Session 4: Cultures & Perspectives 
Chair Associate Professor Petri Keskitalo, University of Lapland
9.30-10.00
Legal Science Challenged by Cultural Paradigms, Mustapha El Karouni, University of Ghent

10.00-10.30
The (im)Possibility of an Outsiders Perspective, Prof. Pauline Westerman, University of Groningen
11.00-11.15
Closing of the Symposium, Prof. Jaap Hage, University of Maastricht
*      *      *

For those who are interested: 13.00-15.00 Visit to Santa Claus Village, at the Polar Circle (http://www.santaclausvillage.info/). Please inform the organisers if are interested in.
