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8   Recognition and Assessment of Prior Learning

In instances where RPL is used for initial entry, advanced entry, progression, or transfer, the process is broadly one of ‘recognition’ for admission to a programme rather than a process of assessment  of learning in relation to a programme or award per se. In instances where RPL is used for exemption from a programme module, or from an element of a module, or for a whole award, the process is essentially one of assessment.  The purpose of assessment in these latter instances is to establish if sufficient and appropriate prior learning, either certificated, or experiential, or in combination, has been acquired to justify the exemption or award sought. RPL for exemption or award, therefore, is subject to General Assessment Regulations of the Institute specifically as follows:
a. Assessment of prior learning is normally related only to the learning outcomes of the award, programme, modules, or elements of modules, concerned.

b. Assessment of prior learning should be carried out only by staff who are competent in assessment of the programme or award concerned in an RPL application using normal programme arrangements for internal and external examining.

c. Assessment methods used for RPL should be appropriate and fit for purpose.

d. Module exemptions awarded on the basis of RPL should attract the same number of ECTS credits as the module itself.

e. Programme documents and student handbooks should indicate the extent of RPL permitted in relation to exemption from modules, exemption from elements of modules, or for achievement of a full award.

f. Programme documents and student handbooks should indicate if modules exemption on the basis of prior learning are graded for award classification purposes or awarded as exemptions with credits only. In cases where graded exemptions are available, the criteria for assessment should be clearly articulated the approved programme Document.
g. Student handbooks for programmes which permit RPL should indicate the level of support available for preparation of an RPL claim as well as indicating the form/s of assessment used, together with the assessment criteria to be applied.

h. Where exemption is awarded for an element of a module, programme documents and student handbooks should indicate arrangements for award of marks.

i. Students who successfully achieve module exemptions on the basis of assessment of prior learning should be fully informed of the consequences for marks and classification purposes. 
j. Students who seek and achieve module exemptions and who subsequently re-consider should have the right to decline module exemptions and to take modules in the taught mode.

k. Exemptions achieved on the basis of RPL should be entered into the student record through BANNER or other appropriate system using EX. A notional pass mark of 40% should not be used to represent a module exemption based on RPL as it may have consequences for progression, compensation, and/or classification.
l. Documents/materials/products used for successful RPL exemptions or awards should be available to Examination and Progression Boards in the same way as traditional assessment documents/materials/products.


