
Embedded ePortfolio in a Bachelor of 
Education (Early Childhood & Primary)

Jennifer Munday: Albury Wodonga Campus

From thinking about 
what I bring to 
University study, to 
showing I’m ready to 
join the profession



Charles Sturt 
University

Australia: down under – compared with other countries

Faculty of Arts & Education 2

https://www.edunation.co/studyinfinland/blog/comparing-australia-finland-2/



Charles Sturt University: Australia



Embedded ePortfolio in a Bachelor of Education



Charles Sturt 
University

Charles Sturt 
UniversityEmbedded ePortfolio in a Bachelor of Education 5

Schools of Education (and Teacher Education)

The School of Education is located on 
the Albury-Wodonga, Wagga 
Wagga and Port Macquarie campuses 
of Charles Sturt University and has an 
innovative approach to education. The 
School has a reputation, one with new 
ideas in online, flexible and distance 
education, along with its long history in 
providing high quality on-campus and 
blended undergraduate and post 
graduate education degrees.

https://about.csu.edu.au/locations/campuses/albury-wodonga
https://about.csu.edu.au/locations/campuses/wagga-wagga
https://about.csu.edu.au/locations/campuses/port-macquarie
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“The absolute essentials of ePortfolios are 
purpose, reflection, and communication.” 
(Hartnell-Young, 2006, p.125)
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ePortfolio
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Selection guidelines:
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Australian Professional Standards for 
Teachers
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An ePortfolio designed for use over several 
years of study can give students a set of 
practices that enable the creator and viewer 
to witness growth and development. 

The learning process undertaken during the 
ePortfolio development shows that a student 
will transition from archive to self portrait…

Background
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A key component of the embedded 
ePortfolio is the use of a visual image 
graduands choose to explain their 
development from 1st year student to 
preservice teacher.

The image . . . represents myself on my 
educational journey. The bottom of the 
image where I am lying represents my four 
years of university, that I am looking back 
on. The road ahead represents my future 
career, a long road into unknown territory. 
(Charles Sturt University student, 2015) 

(Munday, Rowley & Polly, 2017)

Use of visual image
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I believe I am an intellectually 
capable, culturally sensitive, 
compassionate, and 
contemporary teacher. I am a 
teacher who strongly values 
communities, a team player, and 
I understand the contribution I 
can make to add to the cultural 
capital of communities beyond 
direct teaching. (Charles Sturt 
University student, 2015) 
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Within a showcase ePortfolio, this student was able to make a very strong statement to a 
prospective employer regarding her positive attributes and her accumulated expertise: 
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As students enter the Bachelor of 
Education, Early Childhood and Primary 
degree program at Charles Sturt 
University, they begin their ePortfolio with a 
task that requires them to find or create 
images of themselves as future educators 
and then to discuss the images; the 
images may be literal, metaphoric, or 
symbolic. 

1st year – What do I bring?
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Throughout the 
degree program, 
the pre- service 
teachers 
continue with 
their ePortfolios 
through various 
processes of 
assessment, 
development, 
reflection, and 
showcasing 
(Stefani et al., 
2007). 
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In their final year, the pre-
service teachers are asked 
again to find or create images 
to reflect pending professional 
selves. The pre-professional 
students give this activity much 
thought, and contrasts are 
made to the initial images 
discussed several years earlier, 
with marked changes in outlook 
and learning. 
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As students look to their future 
selves through the lens of pre-
professionals, they are more 
likely to visualize themselves as 
competent in a range of skills. 
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ePortfolio development 
encourages students’ “sense of 
self‟ through a process of skills-
uptake such as organisation, 
collecting and classifying of 
evidence; utilization of tools 
and reflection on, and in, 
discipline specific knowledge, 
learning and tasks; higher order 
thinking such as synthesis and 
evaluation of learning. 
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