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U N I V E R S I T Y O F L A P L A N D

Established in 1979
Staff: 650
4 departments: 
Education, Social Sciences, Art & Design, Law
Students: 4400
Adult students: 3200
Strategy: Global arctic responsibility, Sustainable tourism, Future services and 
reachability
Strategy enablers: National and international networks, Well-being and a strong 
sense of community, Developing education, Shifting competence and structural 
development

ADVOST socially Innovative Interventions to Foster and to Advance Young 
Children’s Inclusion and Agency in Society through Voice and Story
https://www.ulapland.fi/EN/Webpages/Teacher-Education-for-Social-Justice-and-
Diversity/Projects/ADVOST
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- Title of Docent University of Helsinki 2014
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Joint general lines 
(Svein Lund 2014)

1 Era of missionaries with the aim of civilization and through Christianity. 
2. Era of assimilation with the aim of assimilation and through national mainstream
languages.
3. Era of acceptance. Education for all and Sámi language as pedagogical auxialirity 
language ja sometimis Sámi language education for Sámi language speakers. 
4. Era of revitalization. Among the other goals, school revitalizes the Sámi langauge
and culture after era of assimilation. 



Differencies :  how national  pol ic ies produced 
cultural  colonial ism in the era of  assimilat ion

•Through Finnishhood and 
Finnish language – no special 
attention to minorities and 
their languages (the late 1800’s 
– 1970)

•Written policy of assimilation 
(Norwegianization) in the late 
1800’s - 1970 

•1940  the period of totalitarism 
and denial until 1980. 18 Sámi 
speaking teachers were sent to 
Siberia (Kotljarchuk 2019) 
Nowadays only few hours 
served in Lovozero to small 
children. 

•Segregation the late 1800’s -
1970 «Lapp skal vara Lapp»

Sweden Russia

FinlandNorway

Strong model of 
language education 
provides almost 100 
Percent education in
the first language and 
supports strong abilities 
in bilingualism/
multilingualism 
in that way. 
Skutnabb-Kangas 2004.



RESPONSIBILITIES IN 
EDUCATION when working  in  

the  era  of  rev i ta l i zat io n

- To work with assimilation heritage
- Adult illiteracy is a challenge
- No small step easy attending courses for adults – MOOCS – in-service training
- Language domains scarce – Sámi language ortography and language system is challenging 

– language attitudes - difficult to reach literacy
- Reaching the Sámi language education is a challenge: kindergarten – primary school –

vocational education – tertiary education – adult education
- After the primary and high school variable literacy skills: Further, university students learn

basics in literacy in Sámi language basic courses, intermediate skills in subjects studies and
advanced skills in master’s and doctoral courses

- Differently seriously endangered nine Sámi languages (Unesco) – loss in North Sámi 
speakers also going on (Øystein Vangsnes UiT)

- Migration from the Sámi core areas
- Building strong networks for to cooperate
- New challenges for universities and education

Education, research and development needs in changeable and 
diverse contexts.



Giitu! Thank you.
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