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Keyboard lawyers only? 



KEYBOARD LAWYERS 

When the Rovaniemi Court of Appeal turned 10, 
one way the event was marked was an essay 
contest. One of the entries described lawyers who 
used computers as “keyboard lawyers”. This was 
by way of questioning their professional skills. 





COMPULSORY COURSES 

Negative comments plainly reflected on the 

legal training offered at the University of 

Lapland. After all, in 1986 we introduced 

compulsory courses and exercises in legal 

informatics. All students had to participate. 

 



DIGITAL LAWYER 

• Today, one hears more and more talk of “digital 
lawyers”. And this description is usually a 
positive, not only negative or distrustful one. 

• But what is a digital lawyer at the end of the 
day? Is this just a new name for lawyers who 
know their computers, who used to be called 
computer lawyers? Or do we mean something 
else? 
 



 



 



 



ETHAN KATSH 

• A “digital lawyer,” . . . would focus on the informational 
component and would be concerned at least as much 
with the opportunities presented by the information as 
with the legal issues presented by the dispute. The shift 
in outlook that characterizes the digital lawyer may be 
subtle because all lawyers have a sensitivity to both text 
and context. Yet, the digital lawyer will be employing a 
broader range of skills and an outlook that reflects not 
simply what the new technologies do but the manner in 
which they do it. 
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AHTI  SAARENPÄÄ 



One challenging question: 

• Peter Seipel  1997: 
 

How about  
Legal Informatics to day? 

Is everything already done? 



SAARENPÄÄ 

My starting-point is a simple and basic idea 
of a simple man. All lawyers – at least good 
ones – in a constitutional state in the digital 
Network Society are digital lawyers whether 

they like it or not. They should have a 
positive attitude towards working on 

networks – or at least should develop one. In 
terms of professional knowledge and skills, 

any other way of working is nowadays 
extremely risky. 



BASIC REQUIREMENTS 

• information literacy  skills in a number of 
languages.  

• sound knowledge of information security. 
• sound knowledge of personal data protection 

and how to use documents that adhere to the 
relevant legal restrictions 

•  planning of own documents 



INTERNATIONAL  
LAWYERS   

 
• Systematic information literacy 
• Cultural information literacy 
• Comparative informational tools  



SPECIAL DIGITAL LAWYERS 

• Those bound to particular information 
systems and software applications in 
their work. 

• Those who offer digital services 
• Those who are data protection officers 
• Intellectual property lawyers 
 

 
 



AIPA 

• NEXT E-JUSTICE STEP WILL BE AIPA; ALL 
WHAT A JUDGE AND LAW COURT DO NEED 

IN PRACTICAL WORK 



    AIPA 
AIPA is an electronic database containing all the 
documents related to a judicual matter dealt wilh 
by the prosecutors, district courts, courts of 
appeal and the Supreme Court. All the instances 
with access to the system may use these 
documents in their work 



MARITA WILLMAN 

In 2011, the The Association of Finnish Lawyers 
presented its Entrepreneur of the Year Award to 
Marita Willman, a graduate of the University of 
Lapland who creates products offering remote 
management of contracts. 



 



DATA PROTECTION OFFICERS 
A new big professional group is also waiting at the door; 
data protection officers. There is no specific requirement in 
the Data Protection Act for organisations to appoint a data 
protection officer. However, entities processing personal 
data should appoint a contact person in the description of 
the personal data file. And already now all health care 
units in Finland must have a data protection officer. Next 
step will be the new Data Protection Regulation. It is 
putting all public sector offices and most private 
companies to nominate data protection officers. Many of 
those will be lawyers or law offices. 



IPR-LAWYERS 

• There is an unholy marriage 
between copyright law and 
legal informatics 
 
– Jon Bing, Montreal 1993 



 



SPECIAL DIGITAL LAWYERS 

• Those who offer expertise in the area of different 
certifications, digital information audits and 
information security audits 

• Those who have combination of skills, as well as the 
ability to collaborate effectively with other 
professions 

• Those who operate legal information services. 
• Those who are planning and inventing network 

society 
 
 
 



 



 



JARI RÅMAN 

Chief Privacy Officer  
at National Police Board  



 



Pöysti 
Access to public sector information and the communication 
strategies attached to it are not any longer access to a single 
document. The citizens’ communicational rights, in 
particular right of access to (1) information and knowledge 
(factual information), (2) to background knowledge concern-
ing social and political choices, (3) to a belonging to a 
communicational and discursive community and (4) to self-
expression and being listened to, systematize constitutional 
ideals in the European Union which can also be attached to 
the information and communication policy of the EU’s 
revised rules on economic governance. The right of access 
to information and knowledge itself is a multi-dimensional 
and multi-layered right. It contains access to core data and 
the availability of such data in computer-readable formats.  
In KnowRight2012 



 



SPECIAL DIGITAL LAWYERS 
• Those bound to particular information systems and 

software applications in their work. 
• Those who offer digital services 
• Those who are data protection officers 
• Those who offer expertise in the area of different 

certifications, digital information audits and information 
security audits 

• Those who have combination of skills, as well as the 
ability to collaborate effectively with other professions 

• Those who operate legal information services. 
• Those who are planning and inventing network society 

 
 

 
 



THE END 

This presentation has made no attempt to be 
comprehensive. There are no doubt many tasks 
where a sound knowledge of legal informatics, 
and thereby an awareness of how important 
today’s digital working environment is, will give 
added value to one’s professional skills on the job 
market. A good digital lawyer is and will be worth 
his or her price 
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